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Saints spotlight

AN EX-TREMELY 
GOOD SIGNING
DAN Seaborne is as
good as any player
Exeter have ever
allowed to leave their
club, according to direc-
tor of football Steve
Perryman.

Saints signed the 22-year-old
centre back on Wednesday, for
an undisclosed fee.

Seaborne, a product of the
Grecians’ youth set up, put pen to
paper on a three-and-a-half-year
deal at St Mary’s.

Perryman believes Saints have
made a clever acquisition with

the 6ft 3in defender.
“I would like to think he’s as
good as we’ve allowed out of

Exeter,” he said.
“In the past we’ve had
people like Scotty
Hiley and Chris
Vinnicombe, who
went to Glasgow

Rangers, so
there’s been
some good
ones.”

Perryman said
the defender still has a way to go
in his development.

But he is confident Saints have
bought a player with all the right
attributes to succeed.

“He’s a left-sided centre back,
he’s young and talented,”

explained Perryman.
“He’s good on the ball, aggres-

sive, and has decent pace, with-
out being lightning.

“He can play left back as well.
“There’s not many of his ilk

around if you’re looking for that
left-sided one.

“Centre half is a real experi-
enced position and, at 22, you’re
still lacking that.

“So he’s got to grow into it, for
sure.

“Southampton have bought
ability and talent, but with poten-
tial and a bit more to go.

“He works hard and he wants to
improve and be the best player

he can be.”
Perryman revealed that Saints

haven’t been the only club inter-
ested in the latest product from
Exeter’s youth system.

He said: “In the last three or
four years we have sold players
to Bolton, Derby and Wolves –
and, as well as the player they’re
interested in, every time they
always ask ‘what about that left-
sided centre half?’

“We just say ‘Keep watching
and let us know if you fancy him.’

“He always has an effect on peo-
ple. He was captain for a while,
when we got promoted from the
Conference.

“I think he then wanted to con-
centrate on his game a bit more,
and therefore relinquished the
captaincy.

“He’s a decent lad and he’s a lis-
tener.

“He’s come through the
Conference and upwards, so he’s
got that toughness – not every-
thing on the day has to be
absolutely right for him to play.

“Of course, this is his first year
at this level and he’s done proba-
bly as well as he could have done
in a team that’s under pressure
every week, if you like.

“He’s definitely got the talent
and all that goes with it – he’s got
the drive.

“The pressure becomes tougher
as well, but he’s had to live with
that before.

“He’s had a Conference play-off
final and lost, then he’s won one,
then got promoted to League One
at the first attempt.

“So the last three seasons have
been a bit tense, and hopefully it
will be tense again at the end of
the season if Southampton can
reach the playoffs.”

Perryman also praised the role
of Exeter’s veteran centre back
Rob Edwards in assisting
Seaborne’s development.

“We have managed to send
George Friend to Wolves and
Dean Moxey to Derby and it’s no
surprise that they have had a
player called Rob Edwards along-
side them,” he said.

“Dan has had that same person
leading him through it.

“He’s had some decent people
around him.”
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Seaborne ‘as good’ as any player to have left Grecians

TALENT: Dan Seaborne, above and left.

Meeting 
halfway ...
A SOUTH coast derby
next season is becom-
ing an increasing pos-
sibility, after book-
makers made
Portsmouth a 2-5 shot
for relegation, wwrriitteess
HHAARRRRIISSOONN  JJOONNEESS.

With Saints as low
as 6-1 for promotion
from League One, the
two sides could soon
be reigniting their
fierce rivalry.

Pompey’s well-docu-
mented monetary
woes seem to
be the main
stumbling
block for
Avram
Grant’s
team.

Yet,
far
away
from
their
financial
turmoil,
sit one of
the coun-
try’s most
financially sta-
ble clubs, Saints.

Next season the bal-
ance of power could
shift to Southampton
– with both sides
potentially playing in
the Championship. 

By then, Saints’ cur-
rent crop of young tal-
ent will be more expe-
rienced and the club
have already shown
they have the financial
muscle to attract qual-
ity players – the
recent signing of Jose
Fonte, pictured, testa-
ment to this.

Portsmouth, howev-
er, will likely lose any
remaining stars, con-
tinue at a prehistoric

stadium and be stuck
with a threadbare
youth system. 

All this, coupled
with an ageing squad,
means they will have
to buy talent, but with
a transfer embargo
and 33-year-old Steve
Finnan as their big
summer signing, that
does not bode well.

All this would make
them candidates for a
dismal Championship

season, where
Premier

League
casualties’
records
are poor,
as
Saints
know
all too
well.

Yet
South-
ampton

could be
back in

that
league, and

quickly, if you
believe new

£1.2m signing Fonte.
He said last week: “I

want to play in the
Premier League and I
can do that quickest
by moving here.” 

Considering Fonte
came from
Championship side
Crystal Palace, that is
high praise indeed. 

So, with Saints on
the up, and Pompey
on their way down,
Southampton fans
could once again
have the bragging
rights over their
rivals, as the best
team on the south
coast.


